
February 3, 2013
Lesson 24: A Sinful Woman 

Weeps at Jesus’ Feet

Luke 7:36-50

 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to 
eat with him, and he went into the 
Phariseeʼs house and took his place at 
the table. And a woman in the city, who 
was a sinner, having learned that he 
was eating in the Phariseeʼs house, 
brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 
She stood behind him at his feet, 
weeping, and began to bathe his feet 
with her tears and to dry them with her 

hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. Now when the 
Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, ʻIf this man were a prophet, he would have 
known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.ʼ Jesus spoke up 
and said to him, ʻSimon, I have something to say to you.ʼ ʻTeacher,ʼ he replied, ʻspeak.ʼ ʻA certain 
creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, 
he cancelled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?ʼ Simon answered, ʻI 
suppose the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.ʼ And Jesus said to him, ʻYou have judged 
rightly.ʼ Then turning towards the woman, he said to Simon, ʻDo you see this woman? I entered your 
house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them 
with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 
You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, I tell you, 
her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to 
whom little is forgiven, loves little.ʼ Then he said to her, ʻYour sins are forgiven.ʼ But those who were at 
the table with him began to say among themselves, ʻWho is this who even forgives sins?ʼ And he said 
to the woman, ʻYour faith has saved you; go in peace.ʼ



February 3, 2013
The Big Story Truth: Jesus came to forgive 
our sins. No one is too big of a sinner for Jesus 
to love.

About the Scripture Passage: Each of the 
Gospels tells the story of a woman anointing 
Jesus. But the details are different enough in 
each of the stories that its hard to know if there 
was one event that happened and the gospel 
writers are telling it uniquely or if something 

somewhat similar happened to Jesus 
more than once.  Some of the details 
of the other stories include the 
woman being named as Mary and 
the event occurring just before 
Jesus’ death. The anointing was 
also of Jesus’ head so that it 
recalled the anointing of a king. 
Here though those details are 
absent. Instead, the woman in the 
passage is nameless except for that 
she is described as “a sinner.” The 
way that this passage is worded, it 
is most likely that the woman’s 
“sinner” status came from the 
profession of being a prostitute. 

Her act of letting down her hair and 
touching Jesus’ feet was a very sensual act. 
(Neither of these actions were acceptable in 
public.) Simon, the Pharisee, assumes that 
Jesus letting her do this is proof that he isn’t 
some great prophet after all. Simon reasons 
that if Jesus was a prophet he would know 
who was touching him and wouldn’t let it 
happen. Jesus, though, responds showing that 
he is more than a prophet. Not only does he 
know who the woman is, but he knows what’s 
in Simon’s heart. And after knowing all that, he 
pronounces forgiveness- something not even 
prophets can do. Only God can forgive sin.

A Sinful Woman Weeps at 
Jesus’ Feet

Luke 7:36-50

For Your Reflection

1. Has there ever been a time that you have 
worried about whether or not you could be 
forgiven (either by God or another person) for 
what you had done? Have you experienced 
that forgiveness?

2.Knowing that God forgives all your sins, how 
do you respond in love? What act of love and 
devotion might you do this week as a 
celebration of the gift of forgiveness you’ve 
been given?



Making the Connection: Children and 
adults both sometimes wonder if we will 
loose the love of those closest to us if we 
do something wrong. Sometimes we even 
assume that because of something we 
have done in our past, that God won’t 
love us. This story shatters that kind of 
thinking. God loves all of his children and 
there is no sin that God cannot or won’t 
forgive. There is always a place for us at 
Jesus’ feet!

Where in the World 
Are We? 
This story from Luke 
takes place in the 
North, in the region 
of Galilee as Jesus is 
going about his 
ministry there. The 
setting of the story is 
in Simon’s home.  
Earlier in the chapter, 
Jesus’ location was 
pinpointed as 
being in Nain. 
It’s possible 
that he was still in 
that city for this 
dinner.

   Great Big Word:

                          FORGIVENESS

    Being washed clean of all our sins.





Preschool
Materials:
Spark Story Bible
Small container of vanilla extract
White air-dry clay (enough for a small ball for each child)
Gemstones or other decorations
Plastic Table cloth or newspaper for covering table or wax paper placemats
Bowl of potpourri (non-toxic store bought or home-made with cinnamon, 
orange peel and cloves)

Before the Children Arrive:
Make sure all the activity supplies are laid out and ready to go when you get to 
that portion of the lesson. If needed, cover the table with a plastic table cloth to 
protect your surface. If you have paint/craft shirts for the kids to wear be sure 
that they are ready to use today.

Experiencing the Story:
As students arrive, begin the conversation asking the kids what some of their 
favorite smells are. See how many you can list. Are there any things they don’t 
like to smell? Open the container of vanilla extract and pass it around. Talk 
about any times they have smelled that good smell before. Have they smelled 
vanilla when they bake with a parent? Sometimes smells remind us of memories, 
don’t they!?!

Tell the kids that today this good smell reminds you of the story that we are 
going to be learning about today. In this story, there was a very good smelling 
oil! Ask the kids to listen especially carefully for the part where the good 
smelling oil is in the story.

Read “Banquet with Simon“ from the Spark Story Bible (pages 354-357).

Did the kids hear what it was that smelled so good in the story? Yes, it was the 
oil that the woman poured on Jesus’ feet. Can you imagine putting expensive 
perfume on someone’s feet? Mary did it because she was so thankful for Jesus! 



Jesus had forgiven her sins and showed her love and kindness even when no 
one else did!

Activity:
Tell the kids that Jesus loves us and forgives us just like Jesus forgave the 
woman in the story! Today we are going to make our own good smelling 
reminders of Jesus’ forgiveness!

Give each child a ball of clay about the size of their fist. Show them how to push 
their thumbs into the center of the rounded ball and flatten out the sides to make 
a cup or jar like container like the jar that the woman used to keep her oil in.

Show the kids how the gemstones/other decorations can be pushed into their 
clay to make their jars look even more special.

After the jars have been crafted, pass around the bowl of good smelling 
potpourri. Have the kids smell the good smell! Invite the to take a small handful 
of the potpourri and put it into the jar they just made. 

After everyone is finished, have the kids hold their jars and smell the good smell 
of the potpourri while you pray this prayer:

Jesus, we thank you for the gift of forgiveness. We thank you for the way 
that you forgave the woman in our story for all that she had done wrong. We 
thank you for the way that you forgive us for all that we do wrong. Please 
help us to remember your love and your gift to us every time we smell this 
good smell! In Jesus name, Amen.

Tell the kids that they can take their jars home and put them in a place in their 
rooms or in their house where they will be able to see and smell the jars often 
and remember that Jesus gives them the gift of forgiveness!



Early Elementary
Materials:
Spark Story Bible
Small container of vanilla extract
White air-dry clay (enough for a small ball for each child)
Gemstones or other decorations
Plastic Table cloth or newspaper for covering table or wax paper placemats
Bowl of potpourri (non-toxic store bought or home-made with cinnamon, 
orange peel and cloves)

Before the Children Arrive:
Make sure all the activity supplies are laid out and ready to go when you get to 
that portion of the lesson. If needed, cover the table with a plastic table cloth to 
protect your surface. If you have paint/craft shirts for the kids to wear be sure 
that they are ready to use today.

Experiencing the Story:
As students arrive, begin the conversation asking the kids what some of their 
favorite smells are. See how many you can list. Are there any things they don’t 
like to smell? Open the container of vanilla extract and pass it around. Talk 
about any times they have smelled that good smell before. Have they smelled 
vanilla when they bake with a parent? Sometimes smells remind us of memories, 
don’t they!?!

Tell the kids that today this good smell reminds you of the story that we are 
going to be learning about today. In this story, there was a very good smelling 
oil! Ask the kids to listen especially carefully for the part where the good 
smelling oil is in the story.

Read “Banquet with Simon“ from the Spark Story Bible (pages 354-357).

Did the kids hear what it was that smelled so good in the story? Yes, it was the 
oil that the woman poured on Jesus’ feet. Can you imagine putting expensive 
perfume on someone’s feet? Mary did it because she was so thankful for Jesus! 



Jesus had forgiven her sins and showed her love and kindness even when no 
one else did!

Activity:
Tell the kids that Jesus loves us and forgives us just like Jesus forgave the 
woman in the story! Today we are going to make our own good smelling 
reminders of Jesus’ forgiveness!

Give each child a ball of clay about the size of their fist. Show them how to push 
their thumbs into the center of the rounded ball and flatten out the sides to make 
a cup or jar like container like the jar that the woman used to keep her oil in.

Show the kids how the gemstones/other decorations can be pushed into their 
clay to make their jars look even more special.

After the jars have been crafted, pass around the bowl of good smelling 
potpourri. Have the kids smell the good smell! Invite the to take a small handful 
of the potpourri and put it into the jar they just made. 

After everyone is finished, have the kids hold their jars and smell the good smell 
of the potpourri while you pray this prayer:

Jesus, we thank you for the gift of forgiveness. We thank you for the way 
that you forgave the woman in our story for all that she had done wrong. We 
thank you for the way that you forgive us for all that we do wrong. Please 
help us to remember your love and your gift to us every time we smell this 
good smell! In Jesus name, Amen.

Tell the kids that they can take their jars home and put them in a place in their 
rooms or in their house where they will be able to see and smell the jars often 
and remember that Jesus gives them the gift of forgiveness!



Upper Elementary/Middle School
Materials:
-Spark NRSV Bibles
-A small slip of paper for each student
-Matches
-Flame-proof container
-Glass of water
-Small glass jars
-Lotion base
-Small spoons
-Eye droppers
-Variety of scented oils
-Approx. 10 Index cards

Before the Students Arrive:
On five or six of the index cards write a category of “sinner” you can think of. 
So, for example, on one card you would write “murder.” On another card you 
might write “thief.” Other categories you might think of could include things 
like: “liar”  “prostitute”  “addict”  etc.  Then make a few cards with titles of 
careers like “pastor”  “teacher”  “judge.”  (Leave a few of the cards blank in case 
the kids want to add in their own suggestions.) Lay the cards that you have 
prepared out on the table in any mixed up, random order but so that the kids 
can easily read each of the titles as they sit down in the classroom.

Be sure that the matches for today’s lesson are kept in your pocket or near you 
at all times. (Please do not leave these on the table or in a cupboard for kids to 
potentially find on their own.) Also, for safety sake, please either have a fire 
extinguisher in your room with you or no where the nearest one is located.

Experiencing the Story:
After all the students have arrived, ask them to read aloud some of the titles on 
the cards. Which of those people do they think are the most sinful? The least? 
Which of those people do they think Jesus would hang out with?



Tell the kids that Jesus hung out with all those kinds of people. In fact, some of 
Jesus’ best friends were people who knew how much they had sinned. They 
were even more thankful for the gift of forgiveness than those who thought that 
they didn’t need the gift of forgiveness that Jesus came to give us. We’re going 
to read a story about that today in our Spark Bibles.

Have the class open their Bibles to Luke 7:36-50. Before you begin reading 
though, have them put their hands in that place and then flip to the glossary in 
the back of their Bibles to look up the word “Pharisee.” After learning who 
Pharisees are, go back to the Bible story and have the class take turns reading 
the story.

Tell the class that the story doesn’t tell us exactly what the woman’s sin was, but 
usually when women were talked about in this way in that time it meant that 
they were prostitutes. The Pharisees, the religious leaders, didn’t show Jesus 
any of the kindness of how you were supposed to greet an important guest in the 
house. (They didn’t even give him water to wash off his feet since they would 
have gotten dusty walking in his sandals). The woman who was supposedly such 
an awful person was the one who recognized Jesus’ holiness and who was most 
grateful for his forgiveness. 

We all are in need of forgiveness. Tell the kids that today you want to give them 
the opportunity to confess their sins to Jesus and to know that they are forgiven. 
Give each student a piece of paper. Give them a few minutes to write their 
confessions on. Assure them that no one will see or read their confessions.

Ask each person when they are done to fold up their piece of paper and put it 
into the flame-proof container. Then light the paper on fire. As it burns, read this 
prayer.

Heavenly father, gracious God, we give our sins to you.... knowing that there 
is nothing that we have done that is too big for you to handle. So Lord, we 
ask for your forgiveness and rejoice in the gift of new life that you have 
promised us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Activity:
Say: When the woman poured the ointment over Jesus feet, the smell of this 
expensive perfume would have filled the whole room. Science shows us that 
smells trigger memories. I wonder if forever after that smell lingered in her mind 
as the smell of forgiveness. Today we have the opportunity to make our own 
reminder of the gift of forgiveness. 

Give each student one of the small glass jars and put out on the table the variety 
of scented oils. Invite the kids to smell each of the different scents. If they were 
going to make a scent that reminded them for forgiveness, what would it be? 
Invite them to put a few drops of lotion base into their jars and add to it any 
combination of the scented oils they would like to create their own smell of 
forgiveness.

Tell the kids they can take their lotions home and put a little bit on their hands 
each day to remind them that they are forgiven!


