
March 3, 2013
Lesson 28: The Parables of A Lost Sheep, Lost 

Coin, and the Prodigal Son

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, ʻThis fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.ʼ
 So he told them this parable: ʻWhich one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 
When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that 
was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance. ʻOr what woman having ten silver coins, if 
she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds 
it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, “Rejoice with me, for 
I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.ʼ Then Jesus said, ʻThere was a man who had two sons. The 
younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” 
So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and 
travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had 
spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 
So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one 
gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my fatherʼs hired hands 
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, 
and I will say to him, ʻFather, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.ʼ ” So he set off and went to his father. But 
while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.
 ʻNow his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, “Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” 
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But 
he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I 
have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 
might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ʼ
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The Big Story Truth: God loves each of us and 
will stop and nothing to find us and bring us 
safely home into his arms!

About This Scripture Passage: The portion of 
scripture that we read today actually contains 
three parables.
	
 1. The Parable of the Lost Sheep

	
 2. The Parable of the Lost Coin
	
 3. The Parable of the Prodigal Son
All of the stories though have a similar 
theme and work together to convey the 
point Jesus was trying to make. Jesus 
was telling these stories as he was 
speaking to two different groups. The 
tax collectors and sinners were near 
Jesus, listening to him. Meanwhile the 
Pharisees were grumbling about Jesus 
letting “those kind of people” get 
close to him. All three stories are 
ridiculous. No shepherd would 
leave 99 sheep unattended to go 
looking for 1. No woman would 

throw a party that cost more than the 
coin that she had lost and found. The father 
would have had reason to exclude either one of 
his two sons from his full love and forgiveness. 
But in all the stories, rather than doing the 
rational thing, it is the joy of the shepherd, the 
woman, the father that overcomes any sense of 
sensibility. There is so much joy in the finding! 
So to is it with God’s love and God’s joy. There is 
no sensibility to God’s generosity, forgiveness, or 
love. God seeks out every last one of us. And 
God rejoices when we are found!

The Parables of the Lost 
Sheep, Lost Coin, and the 

Prodigal Son

Luke 15:1-32

For Your Reflection:

Have you ever lost sight of your child 
in a store or other public place? If so, 
what was that experience like? If not, 
imagine- How would it feel to loose a 
child and how would it feel to find 
them? How does thinking about that 
experience influence how you hear 
these parables today?



Making the Connection: Every child needs to know that 
they are loved beyond anything that they can ever do. Today 
these stories are about affirming for kids that there is no 
place they can go and 
nothing that they can 
do that will ever make 
God stop loving them. 
God will love them 
forever and ever no 
matter what.

Where in the World 
Are We? Jesus is 
telling these stories as 
he continues on his 
way to Jerusalem, 
where he will die on 
the cross.

Great Big Word: PRODIGAL
Wasteful, Reckless

The painting above is entitled “Prodigal Grace.” Mike Moyers, it’s creator, writes this about the painting:
After the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, Jesus tells us the parable of a Prodigal Son who runs off and 
squanders his early inheritance on his own pleasures only to come back home begging for food and shelter. 
Rather than being angry with the son, the father runs out to meet him and welcomes him home with a 
great feast. The gem in the story is more about the father than the son. He is just as wasteful, or “prodigal,” 
with his grace and love as the son is with money. How much more has our Heavenly Father continued to 
pour grace upon our lives, time and time again?

This painting depicts the father rushing to embrace his returning son. It shows a clash of two realities. The 
left side of the painting, the side of the son, is dusty and dead. The right side, from where the father comes, 
is full of light and life. The father’s love overwhelms the brokenness of the son. The pitiful, weeping, son 
collapses into the embrace of his father who is wrapping him up to protect, comfort, and sustain. The 
sweeping robe does more than illustrate movement. They are also abstract symbols of fire and water. For it 
is in the baptism of water and spirit that we know we belong to God. We are loved, forgiven and renewed 
by God’s Grace. This painting especially depicts the emotions of the father. He is painted older, to 
accentuate wisdom. While his left hand sweeps strongly, his right hand gently comforts. In his face, you 
can see the parental mix of emotions. A smile of happiness tempered with a bitter-sweet empathy for what 
his child has been though.

May this painting serve as a reminder to us all that we belong to a prodigally loving God who continues to 
allow us to make our own decisions, painfully knows how we squander our blessings, and patiently waits, 
looking for our return. And when we DO return, our God comes running to us full of joy and forgiveness 
to overwhelm our broken lives and restore us with a smothering embrace of love and grace.



Preschool
Materials Needed:
-Extra adult (and perhaps a shepherd costume!)
-Sheep stuffed animal
-Party snacks
-Spark Story Bible
-Black foam
-White or Off White fuzzy yarn
-Another color of yarn or string
-Paper hearts (small ones for the sheep, bigger ones for the kids)
-Googly eyes (and glue if needed)
-Play gold coin (optional)
-Copies of lost sheep and coin activity page for each child (optional)
-Crayons (optional)
-Sand, packing peanuts, and large bucket (optional)

Before the Students Arrive:
Talk to another adult before class time to ask their help in being the “shepherd” 
looking for the lost sheep. Consider having already cut out the black foam sheep 
shapes for the craft activity for the kids and having pre-cut pieces of yarn to the 
right length.

Experiencing the Story:
Welcome kids into the classroom and begin talking about the story that you 
learned last week. As you are talking, have another adult (could be dressed as a 
shepherd) enter the room and “interrupt” the lesson asking if any of this kids 
have seen his sheep. Go on a hunt around the church with the shepherd looking 
for the missing sheep. When you find the sheep, rejoice! Go back to the 
classroom and have a party complete with snacks. While you are eating, tell the 
kids that this reminds you of some stories that Jesus told in the Bible about 
things being lost and found. 

Read “The Lost Sheep and Lost Coin” in the Spark Story Bible pages 374-377.

Ask the kids the question from page 377 of the Spark Story Bible. How would 
they feel if they were lost and then found?



Activity:  Silly Sheep1 
Cut out a sheep shape from 
black craft foam as shown in 
the picture. Cut about 3 yards 
of yarn and warp it around the 
sheep's legs, body, neck, and 
head. Stuff the end of the yarn 
under the layers of wound yarn. To finish glue a googly eye on each side. Use a 
yarn of a different color to attach a heart around the neck of the sheep since the 
shepherd love it so much. Before the kids go, give them each a heart necklace as 
well. Tell the kids that just like the shepherd loved the sheep and would never 
stop looking for it until it was home, God will never stop loving them! There is 
no place they can go and nothing that they can do to make God stop caring 
about them!!!

Additional Activities (As time allows, use these ideas to reinforce the lesson 
today!)

1. Counting Coins (game)- Take turns having one child hide a play gold coin 
somewhere in the room while the other children close their eyes. Then have 
the kids open their eyes and look for the coin. Each time the coin is found, 
have all the kids shout “Horray!” Take turns until everyone has had a chance 
to hide and find the coin. 

2. Find the Lost Sheep and Coin (Coloring Activity)2- Follow the directions 
on the coloring page to find the lost sheep and the lost coin in the picture!

3. Hunt for the Lost Sheep3- Hide 100 packing peanuts (1 colored red) in a 
large bucket of sand. Have the kids take turns pulling a packing peanut out of 
the sand. (They have to pull out the first one they come across). Tell the kids 
that the shepherd in our story today didn’t stop looking until he found the one 
lost sheep. Have the kids keep looking until someone finds the red packing 
peanut- which represents the lost sheep. When he’s found, everyone should 
yell “He’s back! He’s back! The lost sheep is back!”

1 www.daniellesplace.com

2 www.gospellightvbs.com 

3 Itʼs not Junk, Itʼs Resources by Tina Houser

http://www.daniellesplace.com
http://www.daniellesplace.com
http://www.gospellightvbs.com
http://www.gospellightvbs.com


Early Elementary
Materials Needed:
-Large tub
-Play sand
-100 pieces of styrofoam
-Party snacks
-Spark Story Bible
-Smash Books

Before the Students Arrive:
Prepare a large tub with play sand. Mix in 99 pieces of styrofoam so that they 
are hidden in the sand. Reserve an extra styrofoam piece not put in the sand to 
be the 100th “lost” sheep. Hide this styrofoam piece somewhere in the room.

Experiencing the Story:
Put the prepared tub of sand and styrofoam pieces in the center of the room or 
table so that the kids will see it right away when entering the room. As the kids 
enter, tell them that you have a problem that you need their help with. You 
heard that the lesson in church today is going to be about 100 sheep, so you 
brought 100 styrofoam pieces to be the sheep for today’s lesson, but they got 
mixed in with a bunch of sand. (Use your acting skills to be upset about this!)
Ask the kids help in finding the sheep in the sand. Count as the sheep are found. 
Let them work for a while on finding that last 100th sheep. Then, sigh and say 
that you’ll just have to go on with the lesson without it you suppose.

Read “The Lost Sheep and Lost Coin” in the Spark Story Bible pages 374-377.

Tell the kids that after reading that lesson, you feel like you really should find 
that sheep! Suggest that the kids start looking elsewhere in the room for the lost 
sheep. When they find the sheep, be greatly relieved and suggest that you all 
have a party to celebrate!

While you are enjoying some party snacks, ask the kids if they have ever been 
lost. What did it feel like (or what do they imagine it would be like)? Tell the 
kids that in church today we are going to talk about how some people were 
angry that Jesus was talking to people who were sinful. The people thought that 



there were some people who were so sinful that God shouldn’t love them. Jesus 
said that those people are kind of like a lost sheep or a lost coin. God loves them 
SO much that no matter what God wants to be with them! God wants to be with 
all of us and there is nothing that we can do to make God stop loving us!

There was another story that Jesus told about that too. It’s called “The Parable 
of the Prodigal Son.” Read the story from the Spark Story Bible pages 373-383.

Activity:
Set out some play gold coins, the packing peanut sheep, and some magazines. 
Give kids time to create a visual representation in their Smash books of one or 
all 3 of the parables that we heard today. At the end of class time, have them 
share their visual stories with one another.



Upper Elementary/Middle School
Materials Needed:
- Copies of “Story Scavenger” handout (1 per team of two students)
- Copy of “Challenge #2” handout (just 1)
- Play gold coin
- Stuffed sheep (or picture of a sheep)
- Picture of a boy (representing one of the characters from the prodigal son)
- Some food treat (enough for each student to have at least one)
- Variety of small “lost” items (ex. buttons, bottle caps, mismatched socks, etc.)
- Glue
- Smash Books

Before the Students Arrive:
Hide a play gold coin, stuffed sheep (or picture), and picture of the prodigal son 
somewhere in the room so that it will be a challenge for this kids to find. Decide 
ahead of time how you will divide the students up into teams. Will you assign 
teams, let them pick their own partners, or design a method for randomly 
picking?

Experiencing the Story:
Divide the class up into teams of two. Put a copy of the Story Scavenger sheet 
upside down in front of each time. Make sure that no one peaks! Shout “go” and 
have each team complete the Story Scavenger hunt as quickly as possible. 

Give the team that finishes first a copy of the page titled “Challenge #2”. This 
should send them and their peers on a hunt around the room for the hidden 
items. When all the items are found, bring everyone back to the table. Go 
through the Story Scavenger handout and review the answers. Have the class 
present the three items and tell how each item is related to one of the parables in 
today’s lesson.

Activity: Found Art
Use items that were once “lost” but have been “found” to make a piece of 
artwork. If it’s possible, kids can glue the art into their Smash books. If the piece 
of art is too big, perhaps a picture can be taken and that glued into their book. 



While they are working, listen to the song “Turn Around” by Matt Maher. If you 
have access to the internet, watch this YouTube version of the song:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRiyDKmPnJg

Use the following or other conversation starters to spark discussion as they 
work:

- The word “repent” literally means “to turn around.” Who do you think Jesus 
asking to “turn around/repent” by telling these stories? (For example: Is it the 
sinners like the prostitutes and tax collectors? Is it the religious leaders who 
were critical of Jesus loving everybody? Is it us? All of the above?)

- What does it feel like to be lost? (Tell about a time you were lost)
- What does it feel like to be found? (Tell about an experience of being found)
- What/who helps you remember that God will always find you?
- How might you express with your art the feeling of being found by God?



Story Scavenger
Here’s your mission: Below is a copy of today’s Scripture reading. 
There are actually three stories being told in here, plus some 
introductory stuff. Here’s what you need to do. Mark up this page 
according to the directions given in the box below. Give your 
finished page to the teacher. Be the first to do it. Ready? Go! 
(Good luck!)

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.’ So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, 
having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 
the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who 
need no repentance. ‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of 
them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds 
it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
“Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, 

Underline who Jesus is talking to in this passage.

Find the three stories that Jesus tells in this reading.
Circle each story and put the number 1, 2, or 3 next to each in the order that 

Jesus tells them.

Next to each story, draw a picture to represent one thing or person from the 
story. 

Answer the questions at the end.



there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’ 
Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said 
to his father, “Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” 
So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son 
gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered 
his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine 
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and 
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields 
to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he 
said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, 
but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’ ” So he set 
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and 
was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 
Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his slaves, 
“Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!” And they began to celebrate. ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and 
when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He 
called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, “Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back 
safe and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all 
these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” 
Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was 
dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’

~ Luke  15:1-32



Who was grumbling just before Jesus 
told these stories? 

___________________________

Who (or what) were they grumbling 
about?

___________________________

Why do you think Jesus told these 
stories? 

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________



Challenge #2

Congratulations! Your team won the 
Story Scavenger challenge. Now, you 
have a chance to win a double treat 
for yourself and a treat for all your 
classmates too. Hidden somewhere in 
this room are three items. Each item 

represents one of the parables in 
today’s lesson. This challenge will be 
complete when you’ve found all three 

items and tell your teacher which 
story each represents and why.
* YOU MAY ASK FOR YOUR 

CLASSMATES’ HELP *

GO!


