
May 5, 2013
Lesson 36: Justification By Grace

Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21

      You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in 
Judaism. I was violently persecuting the church of God 
and was trying to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism 
beyond many among my people of the same age, for I 
was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 
But when God, who had set me apart before I was born 
and called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal 
his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the 
Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, nor did I 
go up to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles 
before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and 
afterwards I returned to Damascus.

      But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to 
his face, because he stood self-condemned; for until 
certain people came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back 
and kept himself separate for fear of the circumcision faction. And the other Jews joined him in this 
hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. But when I saw that they were not 
acting consistently with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, ʻIf you, though a Jew, 
live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?ʼ

      We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a person is justified not 
by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ 
Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because 
no one will be justified by the works of the law. But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we 
ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up 
again the very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. For through 
the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification 
comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing. 



May 5, 2013

The Big Story Truth: The grace God gives us in 
Jesus is for ALL of us. There is nothing that we 
can do to earn God’s love. There is nothing that 
we are that will make God stop loving us. God’s 
love is simply a gift. What we do with our lives 
then, should be a response of thankfulness for 
that gift!

About this Scripture Passage: This lesson moves 
us into a new section of Scripture. We move now 

          into the book of Galatians, which 
along with all the books of the 
Bible remaining, is actually a 
letter. In Bible times, letters 
were the means of 
communicating. These letters 
would be read in front of the 
gathered people of God. They 
became important means of 
teaching the faith. The 
important thing to remember 
about these letters is that they 
were written by a specific 
person to a particular group 
of people, usually regarding 
a particular issue that was 
happening at the time. The 
letter we will be reading 
over the next couple of 

weeks was written by Paul to Christians in 
Galatia who were fighting over whether or not 
gentiles had to follow Jewish law in order to be 
followers of Jesus. 

Justification by 
Grace

Galatians 1:13-17, 2:11-21



Making the Connection: Many of the 
arguments over circumcision or which foods to 
eat no longer are issues in our churches today. 
They aren’t issues that kids will easily relate to. 
Kids, do, however need to know that God’s love 
for them doesn’t depend on what they do. The 
important message for kids to hear is that they 
are made right with God because of who Jesus 
is... not because of what they do or don’t do. 
They need to hear the message that when we 
talk about loving and serving others, its not 
because we are trying to get ahead with God or 
earn points with God, its because the natural 
response of thanksgiving for what Jesus has 
done for us is to tell others and to live out the joy 
of our salvation sharing that gift with others. As 
one of the professors at Luther Seminary once 
said, “Faith is the shape that our lives take 
because of what Christ has done for us.”

Where in the World Are We? Paul is writing 
to Christians in Galatia. These were probably 
gentiles (meaning that they were foreigners 
who weren’t Jews). Paul had traveled there 
earlier and taught them about Jesus, but 
after he left, there were some others who 
came and told the new Christians that 
they had to be circumcised and follow all 
the Jewish laws to really be a part of 
God’s family. (In other words, they were 
saying that having faith in Jesus wasn’t enough.) 
Paul’s letter is his urgent and angry reply urging 
the church to remember that Jesus is more than 
enough! With your class, label Galatia. Show 
where Jerusalem is in comparison. The good 
news of Jesus is spreading!!!

Great Big Word:

Justified
Being made right with God;
lined up with Godʼs purpose

Galatia

Jerusalem





Preschool/Early Elementary
Materials Needed:
-Paper target
-Masking tape
-Gift bows with sticky backings (1 per child)
-Award metals (plastic or homemade)
-Bible Bookshelf poster
-Child of God stickers to fit on the medals
-Photocopies of “Paul The Letter Writer” Bible Story Handout1

-Variety of shapes and colors of macaroni noodles
-String
-Wrapping paper
-Copies of the gift card printed in this lesson

Before the Children Arrive:
Hang the paper target on one wall in your room. Several feet away from the 
target, lay a line of tape down on the floor. This will be the throw behind line for 
the game. Be sure to position the throw line far enough away from the target 
that it is impossible for the kids to throw a bow and get it to stick to the center. 
Wrap a small item that can be given to each child as a gift. 

Experiencing the Story:
As children arrive, welcome them and tell them that class this morning will begin 
with a game. Explain that each child will be given a bow. The teacher will 
remove the backing so that it has a sticky side. The students will stand behind 
the tape line on the floor and throw the bow at the target. Tell the students that 
they hope they will try their hardest, because anyone who can get the bow to 
stick to the center circle of the target will get a special award.

Give each student at least one opportunity to try tossing a bow at the target. 
When all have tried and failed, ask them to sit down. How did it feel to miss the 
mark and know that you wouldn’t get the prize? (Answers might be sad. 
Frustrating, etc.)

1 From Take Home Bible Stories by Carson-Dellosa Publishing Company, Inc.



Tell the kids that you want to teach them a new word today. The word is 
“grace.” Tell the kids that it will be easier to show them what grace is like than to 
explain it. So have the kids stand back up again at the line. Then, you as teacher, 
go and get the target off the wall and bring it to the kids. Take each one by the 
hand and help them stick the bow in the center of the target without having to 
throw it at all. After each bow stuck in the center of the target, award the child a 
medal.

Tell the kids that is what “grace” is. Grace is God giving us the gift of being 
children of God even though we can’t earn it ourselves. It’s a gift.

Say: Today we are going to be reading from a new section of the Bible. Look at 
our Bible bookshelf. Our story from today comes from the book of Galatians. 
This is Galatians here (point). Galatians and all these books in the rest of the 
Bible are all actually letters to churches. The man who wrote Galatians was 
named Paul. Paul talked a lot about how important grace is. Paul said that it is 
because of grace that we get to be children of God! So today, I have a sicker for 
you to put on your medals. This sticker says, “Child of God!” You get this 
sticker and your medal today, not because of anything you’ve done, but just 
because of God’s grace. It’s a free gift!

Let’s read about Paul in our story for today. Pass out copies of the story “Paul 
the Letter Writer” and read it with the class. 

After reading through the story, let the kids color the pages. Then, together as a 
class, write a letter telling about God. Encourage the kids to think about 
everything that they have learned this year about God. (From creation, Adam 
and Eve and sin, to Jesus and the resurrection).



Additional Activity: Gift Giving
Since God gives us grace as a free gift, let’s share the gift with others! Provide 
students with a variety of macaroni shapes and string. (Perhaps even encourage 
the kids to stick a Child of God sticker on a macaroni wheel!) Let them make 
“medals” for someone that they know. Before they leave, have them gift wrap the 
medals and attach a gift card.



Gift Tags

Today in Sunday School, I learned 
about grace. Itʼs Godʼs gift that I get 
to be a child of God! Hereʼs a little 

reminder that you are one too!

Love,

Today in Sunday School, I learned 
about grace. Itʼs Godʼs gift that I get 
to be a child of God! Hereʼs a little 

reminder that you are one too!

Love,

Today in Sunday School, I learned 
about grace. Itʼs Godʼs gift that I get 
to be a child of God! Hereʼs a little 

reminder that you are one too!

Love,

Today in Sunday School, I learned 
about grace. Itʼs Godʼs gift that I get 
to be a child of God! Hereʼs a little 

reminder that you are one too!

Love,

Today in Sunday School, I learned 
about grace. Itʼs Godʼs gift that I get 
to be a child of God! Hereʼs a little 

reminder that you are one too!

Love,

Today in Sunday School, I learned 
about grace. Itʼs Godʼs gift that I get 
to be a child of God! Hereʼs a little 

reminder that you are one too!

Love,



Upper Elementary/Middle School
Materials Needed:
-2 cardboard paper towel or toilet paper tubes for each student
-One ping-pong ball
-Spark NRSV Bibles
-Pens, pencils, or markers
-Smash Books
-Blank Paper
-Envelopes (1 per student)

Before the Students Arrive:
Flip back through some of the lesson plans that you have taught this year. 
Refresh your mind about some of the stories so that you will be able to lead the 
students in conversation and discussion about how you all would tell the story of 
what you have studied this year.

Experiencing the Story:2

Have students position themselves close together, side-by-side in a long line. The 
line doesn’t necessarily have to be straight. Give each of the students two 
cardboard tubes to hold, one in each hand. Tell the kids to connect their tubes 
end-to-end so that when the ping-pong ball is placed at one end of the line, it will 
be able to travel through the entire tube. Give the kids the condition that they 
can’t connect their tubes to the one in front of them until the ball is in the first 
tube of the person before them. Test it out. Celebrate when they are able to get 
the ball all the way through!

Try the experiment a second time. This time, before dropping the ball into the 
tubes, whisper instructions in the ear of one of the kids in the middle that they 
should direct their first cardboard tube in a different direction and not catch it 
with their second tube.

After the ball drops out, observe how the kids react. Do they call the kids name? 
Are some of them frustrated or angry?

2 This introductory activity comes from Itʼs Not Junk: Itʼs Resources by Tina Houser



Gather the kids around your classroom table. Talk about how they felt when the 
ball was dropped. 

Tell the class that this morning, the story we are going to be reading is about a 
man named Paul. Paul was the writer of many of the books in the New 
Testament. Show the students the Bible bookshelf chart. Tell them that what we 
are going to be reading today is from the book of Galatians. Who can find it on 
the chart? What section is Galatians in? 

Say: Galatians and all the remaining books of the New Testament are actually 
letters that were written by particular people to particular people and churches. 
These letters were to encourage each other to keep true to the faith and to 
address certain problems that churches were having.

In the letter that Paul wrote to the Galatians, Paul was mad! He had been 
working hard to spread the good news of Jesus. Just like you were trying hard 
to get the ball from one end of the tube to the other, Paul was trying to get the 
good news of Jesus to the ends of the earth. But the ball was being dropped in 
this place called Galatia. (Show kids on the classroom map where Galatia is). 
Someone was telling the people something not true about God that was 
interfering with the good news of Jesus getting to all people. This made Paul 
very angry and frustrated!

Read a part of what Paul had to say in Galatians 2:20-21. Have the kids write, 
“Paul’s Mad!” in the margins of their Bibles!

Say: Paul wrote this to the Galatians because there were some people who were 
teaching the Galatians that God would only love them if they followed all the old 
Jewish laws. Paul was angry and frustrated about that because the whole reason 
that Jesus came and lived and died and rose again was so that people didn’t have 
to worry about not being able to be holy on their own. Jesus came to forgive sin 
so that we could be God’s children by grace... not by what we do. Paul was 
saying that if what these other people were saying was true, then it would be like 
Jesus died for nothing. Paul wrote this letter because he wanted the truth, the 
good news about Jesus to get where it was supposed to go... To Everyone!!!



Activity: Sharing the Good News
Talk together as a class about what they have learned this year in Sunday School 
about Jesus. Encourage them to think back to the beginning of the year when 
we learned about creation and sin. Have them think through some of the stories 
that they heard about God’s people messing up, but God’s always being faithful 
to the promise to make a way. Talk with them about Jesus as the fulfillment of 
God’s promise to make away for us to be with God and for the relationship to be 
restored. Talk about how they would summarize the whole big story that we 
have heard this whole year. How would they tell the story? What words would 
they use? 

After you have had a chance to talk and brainstorm as a class, give students time 
to work in their smash books composing a letter to a friend or family member 
who is going through a hard time, or just that could use a word of good news, 
telling the story of what God has done for them! After they’ve had a chance to 
work on it, have the students recopy the letter onto a separate piece of paper. 
Give the kids envelopes they can use to address the letter. Encourage the kids to 
take the letters home with them to either mail or hand deliver during the week.


