
October 7, 2012
Lesson 5: Moses Intercedes for God’s 

Unfaithful People

Exodus 32:1-14
1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come 
down from the mountain, the people gathered around 
Aaron, and said to him, "Come, make gods for us, who 
shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know 
what has become of him." 2 Aaron said to them, "Take 
off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, 
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to 
me." 3 So all the people took off the gold rings from 
their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took the 
gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image 
of a calf; and they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, 
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!" 5 When 
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron 
made proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a 
festival to the Lord." 6 They rose early the next day, and 
offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-
being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and 
rose up to revel. 7 The Lord said to Moses, "Go down at 
once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land 

of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they 
have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, "These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!' " 9 The Lord said to Moses, "I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may 
consume them; and of you I will make a great nation." 11 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, "O 
Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, "It was with evil intent that he brought them 
out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce wrath; 
change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, "I will multiply your descendants like the 
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it 
forever.' " 14 And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
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October 7, 2012

The Big Story Truth: The first commandment is 
that we shall have no other gods. We are to fear, 
love, and trust the One True God above 
anything else. This God is the one who has made 
us, saved us, and forgives us all our sins.

About the Scripture Passage: About three 
months after having been freed from Egypt, the 
Israelites arrive at Mt. Sinai. God is prepared to 
speak and to give his people the rules (the law) 
that will set them apart as his people. As part of 
your preparation this week, read Exodus 19. 
This is the description of some careful 
preparations that are made for God’s arrival on 
Mt. Sinai to visit with Moses. Lightning flashes, 
thunder roars, great clouds descend. The 
mountain shakes. The people are kept back a 
safe distance, but Moses goes up onto the 
mountain to speak with God. After 40 days, the 
people begin to think something has happened to 
Moses. So they turn to his brother and helper, 
Aaron. And here’s where everything goes terribly 

wrong. Aaron fashions for them a calf 
of gold. The people worship this 
statue and ascribe to it the wonders 
that are only due God. They say it 
was this god of a golden calf that 
brought them out of Egypt. They have 
broken their end of the covenant with 
God. They have worshiped a false 
god. They have not been faithful. God 
has every right to destroy the people. 
BUT... he doesn’t. Moses reminds 
God of the promise made long ago 
when Abraham was shown the stars. 
Even now, when the people have been 
totally unfaithful, totally wicked, and 
have completely ruined their 
relationship with God, God chooses to 
be faithful. God will keep the promise. 

Moses Intercedes for God’s 
Unfaithful People

Exodus 32:1-14

Mt. Sinai (also called Horeb)

Mt. Sinai



Making the Connection:  Rules keep us 
safe. God gave people the law (God’s 
“rules” or “commandments”) so that we 
would enjoy the best possible life. 
Trusting God is first on the list. Just 
like the Israelites, there are times 
when we fail to trust God as we 
should. We put other things first in 
our lives. Skipping church to go to a 
ball game because the commitment 
to a sports team is more important 
to us than worshipping God, taking 
something for ourselves we know 
we really should give to someone 
else, lying about something we’ve done or 
haven’t done... all of these are things we (and our 
kids) have done even though we know God 
wants us to make other choices. We all make 
poor choices. When we hear God’s law, we 
realize that we cannot be holy by trying to keep 
the rules. We screw up. Kids understand this 
concept. They know what it is like to screw up 
big time. They know what it is like to let their 
parents down with a poor choice they have 
made. The good thing is that God forgives. God 
stays faithful to the promises he’s made even 
when we screw it up. That doesn’t mean that we 
shouldn’t try to keep God’s law.... but it means 
that we don’t have to worry about God’s love 
depending on it. God is gracious. God forgives. 
And God is faithful. Even when we’re not.

Did You Know??
The first five books of the Bible (The 

Pentateuch) is sometimes categorized as 
“The Law.” Much of Exodus, Leviticus, and 

Numbers contain lists of prescriptions for 
how God’s people are to live. There are way 

more than 10 commandments here!
As Lutherans, though, we recognize that the 

Bible is full of law and Gospel. Law is 
everything that tells us what we should do. 

Gospel is the good news about what God has 
done for us. Law and Gospel are found 

throughout Scripture. In fact, sometimes a 
Scripture passage can sound like law to one 

person and gospel to another. Try paying 
attention in church this week for what you 
hear that sounds to you like law and also 

what you hear as the gospel of what has been 
done for you!

For Your Reflection:
When has someone interceded on your behalf?

Read Romans 8:26. 
What might be the Spirit’s intercession for you today?

Todayʼs Great Big Word:
INTERCEDE

Standing up for 
someone when they 

canʼt stand up for 
themselves.



Large Group Gathering
Welcome the kids and collect the morning’s offering. Announce to the kids that 
you have a new song for them to learn today. Teach the kids “One True God.” 
Tell the kids that they are going to learn today about a time when God’s people 
forgot that there is only one true God. They tried to make a fake god. How do 
they think God felt about that?

Worshipping a fake god is against God’s commandments. It’s a sin. What should 
we do when we sin? When we sin it is important to confess our sin. And what 
does God do? God forgives. Let’s sing the song we know about that. Sing “If We 
Confess Our Sins.”

       
One True God

You are the one true God
There will never ever be another

You are the faithful God
Forever we will praise your name

You are the one true God
There will never ever be another

You are the faithful God
Forever we will praise your name

For Your mercy is unending.
You forget our every sin.

You’re the hope when hopeless
Your love has drawn us in

You have brought us all together
We are yours forever

And together we will sing

You are the one true God
There will never ever be another

You are the faithful God
Forever we will praise your name

You are the one true God
There will never ever be another

You are the faithful God
Forever we will praise your name

      (REPEAT x2)

You are the one true God
You are the faithful God
You are the one true God
You are the faithful God



Preschool
Materials List:
-If available, a rug with roads, toy cars, and small plastic signs if not, copies of 
pictures of road signs
-Copy of the Bible story artwork by Elayne LaPorta
-One ziplock plastic bag per child
-Vegetable oil
-1/2 c. cornstarch per child
-Food coloring
-Clear packaging tape
-Permanent Marker

Before the Children Arrive:
Lay a variety of pictures of traffic signs out on the table. Especially include a 
stop sign and a traffic light. Other sings might include yield or caution signs or 
the picture of a school or dear crossing signs. If you happen to have one of those 
rugs for toy cars that has a road printed on it and little stand up signs that would 
work especially well for the opening today! If you are working with such a rug, 
move the table out of the way so students can come right in and gather around 
the rug with you. You may choose to have a couple of toy cars ready too.

Experiencing the Story and Skill Building:
Welcome students into the classroom and gather them either at the table around 
some pictures of signs or on the floor around the road play rug. Point to some of 
the signs and ask if any of the kids have seen signs that look like that before. 
What do they mean? (Affirm kids answers and provide gentle redirection if 
necessary to get to the point that the stop sign means stop.) Ask: Why is it 
important that your mom or dad or any adults who are driving obey these signs? 
What would happen if they didn’t? If cars didn’t stop when they are supposed to 
there might be a crash. The signs tell us the rules that help keep us safe. Ask the 
kids what rules they have in their house or at preschool/daycare that they are 
supposed to follow. Why do their parents/teachers give them those rules? 
(Emphasize that the rules keep us safe and help us to get along with one 
another.)



Tell the kids that today we are going to read a story in the Bible about God 
giving rules to people. God gives people rules to keep us safe and help us get 
along with God and with each other, just like parents and teachers make rules 
for us. Introduce that today’s story comes from the second book of the Bible. 
Point to the Bible bookshelf chart and ask kids to remember with you the name 
of the first book of the Bible. Point to the second book of the Bible and have the 
children repeat back the name “Exodus.” Ask the kids if they have ever seen a 
sign saying “exit” at their school or daycare, church or anywhere else. Does 
anyone know what “exit” means? The name Exodus sounds like “exit” and its all 
about God’s people leaving Egypt where they were slaves and going out to the 
land that God promised them. Remember how God showed Abraham all the 
stars and told him he’d have a big family and lots of land for them to have a 
home? Well, the story we are going to hear about is about Abraham’s family as 
they were on the way to that land that God was going to give them. Notice on 
the Bible bookshelf that there is a picture of a mountain and some stone tablets 
next to the book of Exodus. Those are clues to today’s story. 

Today, rather than reading the Bible story out of the Spark Story Bible, lay out a 
copy of the artwork by Elayne LaPorta on the table so that all the kids can see it. 
Before reading the story, look at the picture with the kids. What do they see 
happening? Do they see the mountain and the stone tablets? Where? What are 
the people doing in the picture? What else do they notice? Read the following 
story:





Moses Intercedes for Godʼs Unfaithful People
A long, long time ago, God made a promise. He took Abraham out to see the 
stars in the sky and told him that he would have a family that big. Well, God kept 
that promise. This story is about that family many years later when the family that 
God promised to give Abraham had grown very, very large! Over the many years 
since God showed Abraham the stars, God had kept this family safe. God had 
provided a way for them to have food even during the famine by helping Joseph 
in Egypt. And then when Pharaoh was not letting the people worship God, God 
got the people out of Egypt and set them free from slavery. 

But sometimes the people had a hard time remembering all that God had done 
for them. Sometimes it was hard for them to trust God. One day, as the people 
were traveling to the land God was going to give them, God told Moses he 
wanted to talk to him on the top of a mountain. God had some rules to give his 
people to keep them safe. So Moses went up the mountain to talk with God. 
Moses was gone for over a month! It was 40 days to be exact... and the people 
got worried.

The people could see lightning and hear thunder and the ground was shaking. 
The people worried that Moses wasnʼt ever going to come back! What would they 
do without their leader? How would they talk to God? Then the people 
remembered that their neighbors in Egypt used to have statues for gods. So they 
asked Mosesʼ brother, Aaron, to make a god for them out of gold. Then the 
people had a big party. The people said that this golden calf was the god that had 
done all those wonderful things for them!

Oh no!!! The first rule God had given the people was that they should only 
worship the One True God! The people had broken Godʼs rule! 

God was not happy when he heard the people worshipping the golden calf. God 
was so sad and so angry that he decided he would start over with a different 
family. This family of Abraham wasnʼt listening to God! But Moses interceded for 
the people. Moses reminded God of the promise made to Abraham. Moses 
reminded God of the stars in the sky and all the ways God had helped his family 
over the years! God remembered the promise and he forgave the people.

Godʼs rules are always meant to keep us safe and to help us know how to love 
God and to love each other. Those tablets Moses is carrying are the rules God 
gives us for how to live. They are called the 10 commandments. The first one on 
the list is to worship only the One True God.



Activity: 

10 Commandments Coloring Tablets1

Help each child mix six tablespoons vegetable oil, one-half cup cornstarch, and a 
few drops red food coloring in a sealable plastic bag. Have them knead the 
mixture until it is smooth and then let the excess air out of the bags. Seal the 
bags, then tape them securely with clear packaging tape. Explain that God 
“wrote” his special rules on stone tablets because he loves us so much. God’s 
special rules teach us how to love God and each other. Invite the kids to “write” 
on their coloring tablets by running a finger across the plastic bag. Have them 
draw a heart and other shapes or pictures that remind them to worship the One 
True God and act in love toward other people too. Be sure to label each bag with 
the child’s name so they can take it home with them after closing.

The Ten Commandments Song2

Sing to the tune of “Ten Little Indians”

I’m your only God- it’s true. (Hold up one finger)
Never worship idols- ooh! (Hold up two fingers)
Respect my name, and don’t be rude. (Hold up three fingers)
Keep the Sabbath holy. (Hold up four fingers)

Please obey your mom and dad. (Hold up five fingers)
Don’t kill people- oh! How bad! (Hold up six fingers and shake your head)
Please stay married- you’ll be glad. (Hold up seven fingers)
Don’t steal things from others. (Hold up eight fingers).

Never, ever tell a lie. (Hold up nine fingers)
Don’t wish for things your neighbors buy. (Hold up 10 fingers)
When you follow God’s rules, you’ll be
Safe and very happy!

1 This idea comes from the Pray & Play Bible

2 This is also from the Pray & Play Bible. There are actually several different ways of “numbering” the 10 
commandments. This song doesnʼt quite correspond to the “Lutheran” way of doing it, but for the kids at 
this age, its a good introduction to what the 10 commandments cover.



Early Elementary
Materials List:
- Square piece of gold paper for each student
- Instructions for making origami cow
- Copy of the Bible Story picture by Elayne LaPorta
- Magazines (to be used for collage)
- Students’ smash books

Before the Children Arrive:
Set out a square sheet of gold paper at each spot at the table. Also provide a set 
of instructions for making an origami cow.

Experiencing the Story and Skill Building:
Welcome children as they enter the classroom. Tell them 
that you have a challenge for them this morning. Have any 
of them done origami before? What have they made? 
Today, you would like to see if you can make each make a 
cow. (An alternative way of doing this lesson would be to 
make one cow together as a class, taking turns folding and 
reading directions.) Follow the instructions for making the 
origami cow. (Assure the kids not to worry about perfection 
with this project.) While you work you can ask about any 
experiences that the kids have had with cows. Do any of 
them live on a farm and help take care of cows? If so, ask 
questions about how they are cared for, what their behavior 
is like, etc. When the cows are finished, stand the cow(s) up 
on the table (or lay them if they’re not standing steadily). 

Tell the kids that there is a calf in today’s Bible story, so the projects that they’ve 
just made will make great visual aids! 

Refer to the Bible bookshelf and tell the kids that today’s story comes from the 
second book of the Bible, Exodus. Have kids repeat back the name. Remember 
aloud that the first book of the Bible was Genesis. Now we are reading from the 
book of Exodus. Ask the kids if they have ever seen a sign saying “exit” at their 



school, a store, church or anywhere else. Does anyone know what “exit” means? 
The name Exodus sounds like “exit” and its all about God’s people leaving Egypt 
where they were slaves and going out to the land that God promised them. 
Remember how God showed Abraham all the stars and told him he’d have a big 
family and lots of land for them to have a home? Well, the story we are going to 
hear about is about Abraham’s family as they were on the way to that land that 
God was going to give them.

Refer to the Bible map on the wall. Point out where Egypt is and the land of 
Canaan, which was the land that God had promised to give the people. Now 
point out Mt. Sinai (which is located on the Sinai Peninsula-- the triangular 
shape of land to the east of Egypt.) Put the Mt. Sinai magnet up on the wall. Tell 
the kids that it had been about 3 months since the people left Egypt when this 
story takes place. 

Lay out the Bible Story picture by Elayne LaPorta. Before reading the story, 
look at the picture with the kids. What do they see happening? Do they see the 
cow that’s going to be a part of this story? Where? What are the people doing in 
the picture? What else do they notice? Read the story “Moses Intercedes for 
God’s Unfaithful People.”





Moses Intercedes for Godʼs Unfaithful People
A long, long time ago, God made a promise. He took Abraham out to see the 
stars in the sky and told him that he would have a family that big. Well, God kept 
that promise. This story is about that family many years later when the family that 
God promised to give Abraham had grown very, very large! Over the many years 
since God showed Abraham the stars, God had kept this family safe. God had 
provided a way for them to have food even during the famine by helping Joseph 
in Egypt. And then when Pharaoh was not letting the people worship God, God 
got the people out of Egypt and set them free from slavery. 

But sometimes the people had a hard time remembering all that God had done 
for them. Sometimes it was hard for them to trust God. One day, as the people 
were traveling to the land God was going to give them, God told Moses he 
wanted to talk to him on the top of a mountain. God had some rules to give his 
people to keep them safe. So Moses went up the mountain to talk with God. 
Moses was gone for over a month! It was 40 days to be exact... and the people 
got worried.

The people could see lightning and hear thunder and the ground was shaking. 
The people worried that Moses wasnʼt ever going to come back! What would they 
do without their leader? How would they talk to God? Then the people 
remembered that their neighbors in Egypt used to have statues for gods. So they 
asked Mosesʼ brother, Aaron, to make a god for them out of gold. Then the 
people had a big party. The people said that this golden calf was the god that had 
done all those wonderful things for them!

Oh no!!! The first rule God had given the people was that they should only 
worship the One True God! The people had broken Godʼs rule! 

God was not happy when he heard the people worshipping the golden calf. God 
was so sad and so angry that he decided he would start over with a different 
family. This family of Abraham wasnʼt listening to God! But Moses interceded for 
the people. Moses reminded God of the promise made to Abraham. Moses 
reminded God of the stars in the sky and all the ways God had helped his family 
over the years! God remembered the promise and he forgave the people.

Godʼs rules are always meant to keep us safe and to help us know how to love 
God and to love each other. Those tablets Moses is carrying are the rules God 
gives us for how to live. They are called the 10 commandments. The first one on 
the list is to worship only the One True God.



Tell the class that God remembered the promise he made to take care of 
Abraham’s family and God forgave the people for their sin. But there were still 
some very serious consequences for the people’s behavior. Moses was so angry 
when he came down from the mountain and saw the golden calf that he smashed 
it to pieces (smash the cow in front of you and start ripping it in pieces). Moses 
ground the calf into powder and then poured it over the water and made the 
people drink it. Yuck!  And the people had to wander in the desert for 40 years 
until they finally got to the place to the land that God had promised them. Their 
children got to see the promised land, but most of the people who were alive 
when this story took place died before they could get there.

Now, we just made these golden calfs. Do you think these golden calfs could be 
responsible for all the good things that have happened in your life? Like, 
winning a tee-ball game? Or someone getting better after being really sick? 
(Invite the kids to add their own “good things” to the list that God has done for 
them). No! Of course, these cows didn’t do those things. We just made them. 
They are just paper. They are easily ripped up. They can be destroyed just as 
easily as they were made. It’s silly to think that a statue can be god. But it’s not 
only silly, its a sin. There is only One True God!

God blesses us and takes care of us just like he did the Israelites in the story. 
God also wants us to honor God by worshipping only God and not putting 
anything else first in our lives. What are some things that we sometimes put first 
in our lives other than God? (Going to a sports game rather than coming to 
church, caring more about what other kids think of us than doing what is right, 
etc.)

Activity:
Give the kids time to work in their Smash Books. Have kids flatten out their 
origami cow and glue it in the center of one of their smash pages. Around the 
cow, have students glue in pictures of things that could become idols for us 
today. What are things that we might be tempted to put first in our lives other 
than God? How does God feel about that? Also provide a print out of the 10 
commandments. If there is time, students may may another collage on another 
page that illustrates the commandments being followed the right way. Today is 
also a good time to give kids the Bible Book card for Exodus as well as for 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. As you pass out the cards you can refer to 



the Bible bookshelf and show kids that these other books are also in the same 
category as Genesis and Exodus. These 5 books make up the Pentateuch and 
much of the next few books include more instructions (rules) for God’s people as 
they are journeying in the desert. 





Upper Elementary / Middle School
Materials List:
- Fog machine
- Lightening and thunder simulator machine
- CD player
- Trumpet blast sound effect
- Spark NRSV Bibles
- Gold glitter crayons or pens
- 10 fist sized rocks (plus a few extra just in case)
- Baking sheet
- Aluminum foil
- Crayons (old or broken are okay, glitter crayons look especially fun!)
- Paper plates (enough for each student)
- Piece of paper/pencil
- Oven mitt
- Students’ smash books

Before the Students Arrive:
If possible, start running a fog machine in the classroom before you go to 
opening so that by the time the students arrive, the fog is thick enough to be 
noticeable. (It would be important before this lesson to make sure that no 
students have severe asthma that would be bothered by exposure to the fog! 
Also, a quick heads up to the ushers and other adults in the building will help 
make sure that no one assumes there is a fire in the event that some fog drifts 
into the hallway!) If you have access to a lightning/thunder simulator like those 
that are often times available at party stores in the halloween section, that would 
also be a cool addition to this morning’s set up. (Skip the flashing lights if 
anyone in your group is prone to seizures.) Dim the lights. Have all these special 
effects in place so that they are up and running when your group enters the 
room from opening. Place within arms reach of where you will be sitting, a CD 
player cued to the sound effect of a trumpet’s blast.

Before class starts today, collect at least 10 fist-sized rocks. These will be used 
for the activity portion of the lesson. Place a sheet of aluminum foil on a baking 
sheet and arrange the rocks on top of the aluminum foil. Enlist the help of 



another adult who will be in the building on Sunday morning to pre-heat the 
church oven to 350 degrees while you are in opening with your class. Ask this 
adult to stick the pan of rocks into the oven shortly after closing ends. Leave the 
rocks in the oven until your class arrives. Set the crayons, the paper plates, a 
piece of paper, and a pencil on a table near the kitchen area. If you think you 
may need a memory jogger on all 10 of the commandments yourself, be sure to 
stash a small catechism or list of commandments too.

Experiencing the Story and Skill Building:
As students enter the classroom, don’t give your regular welcome but begin 
almost immediately with the following reading:

A Reading from the 19th Chapter of Exodus:

Three months after leaving Egypt, the Israelites entered the Wilderness of 
Sinai and set up camp there in front of the mountain. God said to Moses, 
“Go to the people. For the next two days get these people ready to meet the 
Holy God. Have them scrub their clothes so that on the third day they’ll be 
fully prepared, because on the third day God will come down on Mount 
Sinai and make his presence known to all the people. Post boundaries all 
around, telling them, “Warning! Don’t climb the mountain! Don’t even touch 
its edge! Whoever touches the mountain dies a certain death.”

On the third day, at daybreak, there were loud claps of thunder, flashes of 
lightening, a thick cloud covering the mountain and an ear-piercing trumpet 
blast.  (Pause here and play the trumpet sound effect).

Everyone in the camp shuddered with fear.

Moses led the people out of the camp to meet God. They stood at attention at 
the base of the mountain. Mount Sinai was all smoke because God had come 
down on it as fire. Smoke poured from it like smoke from a furnace. The 
whole mountain shuddered in huge spasms. The trumpet blasts grew louder 
and louder. Moses spoke and God answered in thunder. God descended to 
the peak of Mount Sinai. God called Moses up to the peak and Moses 
climbed up.



Say to the kids:  Nightfall came. Moses was still on the mountain. Morning 
came, no sign of Moses. A week went by. Moses was still gone. Then two 
weeks. Nothing. Three weeks... And there was no sign of life on the 
mountain. Four weeks... still no Moses. Five weeks. Can you imagine what 
the people were thinking? Moses must be dead. Let’s find out if that’s what 
happened to Moses or not. Open your Bibles to Exodus, chapter 32.  (You 
may need to turn on the lights or tone down some of the special effects for the 
sake of the kids being able to see/hear.)

Invite the kids to take turns reading Exodus 32:1-14. Use gold or glitter crayons 
or pens to draw a calf in the margin next to verse 4 and draw stars next to verse 
13. Underline verse 14. Encourage the kids to use the stickers in the back of 
their Bibles to make note of what they are thinking/want to remember about this 
passage.

Activity:
Take the kids down to the table you’ve set up near the kitchen. When they are 
seated, tell them that when Moses did finally come back down the mountain to 
the people, he carried with him two big stone tablets. On those two tables were 
written commandments that God was giving to his people. Ask the kids if they 
know how many commandments God gave on those tablets. How many of the 
commandments can the kids name? (Make a list. Give hints until your class has 
named all 10 commandments.)

Earlier in today’s lessons we read about Aaron melting gold to make a calf. That 
went against God’s first commandment to have no other gods. Today we are 
going to be doing some melting of our own, but it won’t be to make a golden calf. 
Today we are going to make reminders that God is holy and calls us to be holy.

Carefully, using an oven mitt, remove the baking sheet from the oven and place 
on a paper plate in front of each student. Warn the children that the ROCKS 
ARE VERY HOT!!!!  Ask each student to take one of the 10 commandments 
and “write” it on the rock. The wax crayon will melt on the rock as the students 
write. You may have to find creative ways of abbreviating the commandment 
since there probably won’t be a lot of space. Encourage the class to help each 
other out to figure out what can be written or drawn to summarize each 
commandment. 



If you don’t have 10 students in the class, it 
may work best to take out of the oven one 
rock for each student at a time and keep the 
others warm until they are ready to do 
another.

After all the rocks and commandments are 
completed, lead your class in a prayer of 
thanksgiving for God’s holiness and prayer 
that we may also live holy lives. An example 
of a prayer could be:

 Gracious God,
    On Mt. Sinai you spoke to Moses and 
 the earth shook. Lightening, thunder, 
 and smoke announced your presence. 
 You are holy and you call us to 
 holiness. You have given us these 10 
 commandments so that we might live the life you want for us. Yet, we know 
 that we have often fallen short. We have not kept all of these           
 commandments. We thank you that even in your holiness you are also 
 merciful and that you forgive us when we confess our sin. Bless now our 
 worship as we go to closing, that we would remember you are the One 
 True God.

If you have time, give students a chance to work in their Smash books. Provide 
copies of the Exodus Bible Book card as well as Bible book cards for Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy as these books (the rest of the Pentateuch) are 
largely made up of more instructions God gave to the people during their time of 
traveling to the promised land. If there isn’t time to get to this today, be sure to 
include this in next week’s class time.

Leave the rocks to cool and dry during the church service. After church, take 
the rocks back to your classroom. Display the rocks in the center of your 
classroom table to be referred to later.



The Ten Commandments
I am the Lord your God...

1. You shall have no other gods.
	 We are to fear, love, and trust God above anything else.

2.You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
	 We are to fear and love God so that we do not use his name superstitiously, or use it to curse, 

 swear, lie, or deceive, but call on him in prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

3.Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
	 We are to fear and love God so that we do not neglect his Word and the preaching of it, but 
 regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it.

4.Honor your father and your mother.
	 We are to fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and others in 
 authority, but respect, obey, love, and serve them.

5.You shall not kill.
 We are to fear and love God so that we do not hurt our neighbor in any way, but help him in
 all his physical needs.
6.You shall not commit adultery.
 We are to fear and love God so that in matters of sex our words and conduct are pure and 
 honorable, and husband and wife love and respect each other.
7.You shall not steal.
 We are to fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or property, or get 
 them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his property and means of 
 making a living.
8.You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
 We are to fear and love God so that we do not betray, slander, or lie about our neighbor, but 
 defend him, speak well of him, and explain his actions in the kindest way.
9.You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
 We are to fear and love God so that we do not desire to get our neighbor’s possessions by 
 scheming, or by pretending to have a right to them, but always help him keep what is his.

10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant, or his 
maidservant, or his cattle, or anything that is your neighbor’s.

 We are to fear and love God so that we do not coax away from our neighbor his wife or his 
 workers, but encourage them to remain loyal.



Large Group Closing
Put the word of the day “intercede” up on the word wall. Invite the students to 
tell you today’s story and who “interceded” for the people. What did Moses ask 
God to remember? (The promise God made to Abraham!) God remembered the 
promise and was faithful to forgive. Sing “All His Promises.”

Ask the kids to tell you which book of the Bible today’s story came from. Exodus 
is the second book in the Bible. One of the things that we are going to challenge 
ourselves to do this year is to memorize the books of the Bible. We already know 
the first two- Genesis and Exodus. Now, to help us learn the books that are 
coming up next we have a new song to learn. Sing “The Old Testament Books of 
the Bible Song.” As you are introducing the song, have the kids practice 
especially up through Deuteronomy. These are the books of the Pentateuch 
they’ve been learning about in this first unit. By the end of the class today, strive 
for everyone being able to say/sing those five books! Tell the kids that its okay 
that they don’t know the names of all the books now, we will work at learning 
them together! 

If time permits, sing a favorite kid’s choice song and then close with the singing/
signing “As It Is In Heaven.” If you think the kids could be ready to sing/sign 
this in church, make arrangements to have them do so during the regular 
spot for the Lord’s Prayer in next week’s worship service.

If you didnʼt sing “All His Promises” in church on 
Sept. 23rd, consider singing it in church this 
morning! If you have already sung that one, 

consider singing “If We Confess Our Sins” today.


