
November 4, 2012
Lesson 9: Elijah Cares for a Widow

1 Kings 17:1-16 (or 17:1-24) 
1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said 
to Ahab, "As the Lord the God of Israel lives, 
before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor 
rain these years, except by my word." 2 The word 
of the Lord came to him, saying, 3 "Go from here 
and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the Wadi 
Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4 You shall 
drink from the wadi, and I have commanded the 
ravens to feed you there." 5 So he went and did 
according to the word of the Lord; he went and 

lived by the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 6 The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, 
and bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from the wadi. 7 But after a while the wadi dried up, because 
there was no rain in the land. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 9 "Go now to Zarephath, which 
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you." 10 So he set out and went to 
Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, 
"Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink." 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and 
said, "Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand." 12 But she said, "As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing 
baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may 
go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die." 13 Elijah said to her, "Do not be 
afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make 
something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be 
emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth." 15 She went and did as 
Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, 
neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 

[17 After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness was so severe that there was 
no breath left in him. 18 She then said to Elijah, "What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to 
me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!" 19 But he said to her, "Give me your son."  
He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his 
own bed. 20 He cried out to the Lord, "O Lord my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with 
whom I am staying, by killing her son?" 21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried out to 
the Lord, "O Lord my God, let this child's life come into him again." 22 The Lord listened to the voice of Elijah; 
the life of the child came into him again, and he revived. 23 Elijah took the child, brought him down from the 
upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother; then Elijah said, "See, your son is alive." 24 So the 
woman said to Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is 
truth."]



November 4, 2012

The Big Story Truth: The one true God 
provides all his people need for life- even in 
unlikely ways and in unlikely places. 

About the Scripture Passage: After 
Solomon died, big trouble arose for the 
kingdom. We mentioned last week that 
Solomon made some decisions that would 
cause problems later. Well, his son was a 
ruler that continued and deepened those 

problems. Eventually the northern 
10 tribes got so fed up with the way 
things were going, that they left to 
form their own nation. Those 10 
tribes took the name “Israel” and 
the southern kingdom became 
known as “Judah.” Our scripture 
reading for today takes place 
shortly after this divide. The 
context for the start of our 
reading today is that the king of 
Israel (Ahab) has married a 
woman named Jezebel, who 
worshiped the false god, Baal. 
People who worshiped Baal said 
that he was the storm god, the 
one who brings rain. Elijah is a 
prophet of God who knew that 

only the One True God should be worshipped. 
Elijah heard that Jezebel had set up a temple for 
Baal in Israel. Because of that, Elijah says, the 
One True God will keep the rain from coming. 
Our reading today is one part of a longer story in 
which God demonstrates his power over the fake 
god Baal. The story also shows that there are 
those who do trust in the One True God, but it 
isn’t the king of Israel. It’s a widow who isn’t a 
part of any of the 12 tribes and who lives way out 
in the middle of Baal territory who trusts the real 
God. What a surprise!  

Elijah Cares for a 
Widow

1 Kings 17:1-16 (17-24)

For Your Reflection This Week:

Where have you been surprised 
to see God at work?

Have you ever been surprised by a 
person that God worked through 
to provide for a need you had?

If so, how might you share that 
story with your kids this week?



Where in the World Are We?
At the start of today’s lesson, 
invite the kids to use a vis-a-vis 
marker to draw a boarder or 
line separating the tribes of 
Benjamin and Judah from the 
rest of the tribes. This is the 
divide of the kingdoms 
between Israel in the north 
and Judah to the south. Once 
this is done, find Zarephath on 
the map. It isn’t in Israel or in 
Judah. Zarephath is way up 
north far from the area in 
which God’s people lived. The 
people who lived in Zarephath 
wouldn’t have even known 
much about the one true God. 
The people in Zarephath 
worshiped the fake god Baal. 
But in this lesson, everything 
is mixed up. In this lesson, the prophet Elijah finds 
out that the one true God is even in Zarephath. 
God isn’t just the God of Israel or Judah... God is 
the God who gives life to and provides for the 
whole world.

Making the Connection: God’s promise to 
Abraham was that through his family all the 
nations of the earth would be blessed. This reading 
gives us a glimpse that what defines God’s people is 
not whether they belong to that certain family, but 
whether or not they follow God’s commands and 
believe God’s promises. The widow wasn’t a 
member of Abraham’s family, but she followed 
God’s command and believed his promises. God 
provided miraculously for her and for Elijah. Kids, 
especially by upper elementary, know well what it 
is like to be “in” or “out” of a certain group. Here’s 
our first glimpse that God isn’t just for one certain 
nation, family, or group. God’s purpose is life and 
blessing for the whole world!

ISRAEL

JUDAH

Great Big Word: COOPERATE

 Working together toward a common goal.



Large Group Gathering
Welcome students as they arrive. Start out practicing the Old Testament Books 
of the Bible song.

Remember out loud with the kids about the lesson last week and the story of 
Solomon building the temple. Tell the kids that it was so much fun worshipping 
together with them last week. God loves it when we worship!

God loved it when the people of God were able to worship in the temple that 
Solomon built too. But then things started to go wrong. Solomon and the kings 
that came after him didn’t keep worshipping just the one true God. They started 
worshipping other fake gods. 

Do you think God was happy about that? Nope. Let’s sing a song that worships 
God as the One True God! (Sing “One True God”)

Dismiss the preschool class to head to their room. Invite the teachers of the older 
two classes to lead them to their theater.



Preschool

Early Elementary & 
Upper Elementary/Middle School

Today we will be watching another episode of the series “What’s in the Bible.” 
We’ll be using the first episode on Volume 6: A Nation Divided.

There are some pieces of the story that we have skipped over by beginning here. 
We skipped over David’s episode with Bathsheba. We skipped over Solomon’s 
request for wisdom. We also skipped over Solomon making some big mistakes 
(like taking 700 wives, hoarding possessions, etc.). If you have time to watch the 
videos ahead of time, you can decide if you think the kids need an intro to any of 
this. Otherwise, it shouldn’t be too bad just to jump into this episode. This 
episode begins with some discussion of Solomon’s downfall that comes after 
building the temple and goes all the way through the miracles of the prophets 
Elijah and Elisha. The story that we will read about in church today is only 
mentioned partially and briefly... it comes when Elijah is being fed by the ravens 
out in the wilderness. The good thing about this video though is that it sets up 
well the context for Elijah’s ministry and for the division of the kingdom into two 
separate ones.

After the dvd is over, take a few minutes to recap what they heard/saw in the 
story. Get out the magnifying glass map of Canaan with the tribal areas shown 

If you would like to do a separate preschool lesson on this Sunday, the Humongous Book of 
Preschool Ideas 2 published by Group has a great lesson on “Elijah Helps a Widow” 
The Spark Story Bible does include this story on pages 140-143 and could be used if you want 
to.



on it. Ask the students to help divide the map into the two separate kingdoms 
(Israel to the North and Judah to the South.)

Tell students that the story that they are going to hear in church today is one of 
the adventures that Elijah had while he was hiding out in the wilderness. It’s a 
story of God providing for Elijah and also showing Elijah that even though the 
kings weren’t being faithful, that there are people outside of the northern and 
southern kingdoms who are willing to trust God.

Large Group Closing
Gather all three classes together again. Talk about how Elijah had to go out into 
the wilderness for a while to get away from Jezebel, a queen who was 
worshiping fake gods and wanting everyone else to as well. It must have been a 
very scary time for Elijah and for everyone who worshiped the One True God. 
But God was with Elijah and provided for him. Let’s sing about God being with 
us to, wherever we go. 

Sing “Wherever You Go.”

Tell the kids that you have a new song that you would like to teach them to 
about God providing for us everything that we need, even in hard times.

Sing “Everything We Need”

Close with the Lord’s Prayer.


